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1 
The present invention relates fo improvements 
in folding tables and more particularly to a 
readily usable table especially, well adapted for 
use in the tonneau of automobiles and the like. 
An object of the present invention is to pro- 
vide a foldable table for automobiles which may 
be used for a variety of purposes, such as a play 
table for children, a drive-in table, an engineer's 
drafting or .layout board or a sportsman's tab]e 
for assembling lutes, etc. 
A further object of the present invention is 
fo provide an improved folding table which is 
adapted to be supported by the back portion of 
the ïront seat and which has a pair oï. foldabl 
legs for engagement with the seat portion of the 
back seat. 
Another object of the present invention is to 
provide a folding automobile table which is of 
compact form when ïolded and wherein the sup- 
porting elements for the table provide a handle 
ïor carrying the folded table. 
Various other objects and advantages wfll 
corne apparent from the detailed description to 
follow. The best form in which I have contem- 
plated applying my invention is clearly fllus- 
trated in the accompanying drawings, wherein: 
Figure 1 is a side elevational view of the folding 
automobile table when in position in the rear part 
of an automobile, the automobile beinE shown 
in cross section with parts broken away; 
Figure 2 is a rear elevational view of the fold- 
able table of Figure 1; 
Figure 3 is a bottom plan view of the table 
with ifs folding parts in folded relation 
Figure 4 is a top pan view of the table with 
portions in section; and, 
Figure 5 is a vertical transverse sectional view 
taken substantially along the plane of line 5--5 
of Figure 2. 
Briefly summarized the invention appertains fo 
a portable folding, temporarfly usable, table ex- 
pressly designed for use in the tonneau of an 
automobile between the trafling side of the back- 
test of a front seat and the cushion of a back- 
seat, the saine being collectively supported by the 
back test and cushion and comprising a plat- 
form fo assume a horizontal position with a for- 
ward marginal edge adapted fo overlie the stated 
cushion, a pair o hanger and supporting ele- 
ments, each of generally L -shaped form and hav- 
ing a horizontal limb-portion underlying and 
hingedly attached to said platform and vertical 
limbs fo assume spaced parallelism in respect-to 
the aforementioned backrest, the upper end por- 
tions of the vertical limbs being formed into 
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hooks, said hooks being curved and bent fo con- 
formably engage over the upper edge of the 
backrest, a pair of rigid members having corre- 
sponding end portions hingedly attaehed fo the 
5 underside of the rear edge portion of said plat- 
form and providing legs, the latter being pro- 
vided with selctively usable registerable aper- 
tures and disposed in crossed relation, bolt and 
nut means passing through a pair of aligned aper- 
10 turcs in said legs, and cushioned feet carried by 
the free end portions of said legs, said feet to rest 
upon said cushion and said legs being centered -in 
respect to the opposite transverse end portions of 
the platform so as fo permit the legs to be strad- 
15 dled by the legs of the occupant of the rear seat 
when using the platform as a table, desk or the 
like. 
leferring more particularly to the drawings, 
wherein like numerals designate like parts 
20 throughout, the numeral 0 designates generally 
the foldable table of the present invention whfle 
the numeral 12 designates the front seat and the 
numeral 14designates the rar seat of the auto- 
mobile 16. 
25 The foldable table I0 is comprised of a platform 
18 which is of substantially rectangular fore 
having beveled corner portions 2 and 22. The 
platform 6 may be formed of plywood covered 
with formica or linoleum. Of course, other mate- 
30 rials may be employed as desired. 
Secured to the upper surface of the platform  6 
are a plurality of spring bands 24, 26, 26 and 
which are secured fo the platform by pins 
The spring bands are adaptable for resiliently 
35 holding papers and the like on the platform. The 
platform 16 is also formed with rectangular cup- 
shaped recesses in which are received the trays 
4 and 6. Trays of various sizes and shapes may 
be provided for attachment to the platform 6. 
40 As seen best in Figure 5, the recess 36 for 
ceiving a tray extends through the formica or 
linoleum covering and into th plywood body to 
give a flrm holding of the tray. 
As seen best in Figure 3, a pair of support- 
45 ing elements 44 and 46 are provided and these 
are pivotally attached fo the underside of the 
platform 6 by means of the eye screws 4. The 
eye screws 4 are attached fo the elongated 
strips 50 which may be secured to the underside 
50 'of .the platform by .any desired means. Each of 
the supporting elements 44. has an angulated 
end portion 52 for retaining the supporting ele- 
ments from removal through the eye screws 
The supporting elements 44 and 4 are also 
5 formed with gooseneck portions 54 and 56, the 



arcuated portions of which are adapted to test 
on the upper portion of the back of the front 
seat for support hereby. The arcuated portions 
54 and 55 are preferably covered with rubber tube 
elements 58 and 50 for engagement with the front 
seat to protect the same. 
Af one edge portion of the platform 18 und on 
the underside thereof is provided a pair of piv- 
otally mounted foot supports 52 and 54 which 
pivot on the pivot supports 55 and 58 secured 
to the platform 18. Each of the foot supports 52 
and 54 is provided with a plurality of longitudi- 
nally spaced apertures 70 whereby when the foot 
supports are in the desired angular relation, the 
wing scriw 72 may be passed through the prese- 
lected apertures which are in alignment for 
clamping the supports together. The lower ends 
of the supports 52 and 5 are provided with rub- 
ber-like feet 7 and 75 for engagement with the 
upper surface of the seat portion of the back 
seat. 
From the foregoing description, taken in con- 
junction with the drawings, it is believed that 
a device has been provided which will accom- 
plish all of the objects hereinabove set forth. 
The manner in which the foldable table may 
be mounted in an automobile is readily obvious, 
and when if is desired to completely fold the 
table, the swingable supporting elements 44 and 
48 are pivoted to the position shown in Figure 
3 and the foot supports 62 and 54 are pivoted 
inte parallel relation with the wing screw 72 
clamping them tegether. The gooseneck portion 
of each oï the supporting elements overlies the 
other te provide a hand grip for carrying the 
foldable table. 
Having thus described the invention, what is 
claimed as new is: 
For use in the tonneaus of an automobile 
between the trailing side of the back rest of a 
front seat and the cushion of a back seat and 
collectively supported by said back rest and 
cushion, a portable folding temporarily usable 
table construction comprising a platform to as- 
sume a horizontal position with a forward 
marginal edge spaced ïrom the stated back- 
rest and a rearward marginal edge adapter te 
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overlie the stated cushion, a pair of hanger and 
supporting elements, each being of giniral L- 
shaped form and having a horizontal limb por- 
tion underlying and hingedly attached fo said 
5 platform and a vertical limb portion to assume 
spaced parallelism in respect to the aforemen- 
tioned backrest, the upper end portions of the 
vertical limbs being formed into hooks, said 
hooks being curved and bent to conformably en- 
10 gage over the upper edge of the back rest» a 
pair of rigid members having corresponding end 
portions hingedly attached fo the underside of 
the rear edge portion of said platform and pro- 
viding legs, the latter being provided with se- 
l5 lectively usable registrable apertures and dis- 
posed in crossed relation, bolt and nut means 
passing through a pair of aligned apertures in 
said legs, and cushioned feet carried by the free 
end portions of said legs, said feet to rest upon 
2O said cushion and said legs being centered in 
respect te the opposite transverse end portions 
of the platform so as to permit the legs to be 
straddled by the legs of the occupant of the rear 
seat when using the platform as a table, desk 
25 or the like. 
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